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Preface 

Last year at town meeting Fred Webster stood up and asked “How many people know who 

Elijah Cleveland was?” There was a brief silence as everyone sat still. Nobody answered. Fred 

said what a shame that was, and somebody ought to write a book about him. Well, somebody has 

Fred, and here it is. A small book about a big man, because Elijah Cleveland is a big part of the 

history of Coventry and Orleans County.  

He came to Coventry as a young man in 1825, an inexperienced general merchant with a 

background in shoemaking. When he died almost 60 years later, Cleveland had been a farmer, 

cattle breeder, importer, mill owner, exporter, factory builder, county judge, state legislator, 

railroad magnate and bank president. Frederick Baldwin of Barton called him “one of Orleans 

County’s strongmen”.  

Most of the material for this book was taken from public sources, so this is a narrative of Elijah 

Cleveland’s public life. Facts about his personal life are gleaned from these sources and added as 

an aside. He was not a prolific public speaker. It was his actions that history records, not his 

words. There are no stump speeches delivered from the House or Senate chamber in Montpelier. 

No fiery letters to the editor for us to get a feel for who the man was. There is his precise long-

hand script in the official books of the Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Railroad. There are 

the receipts for goods delivered to his store, contracts for building roads and buying patents. 

There are the private letters to Erastus Fairbanks about railroad business. And there are the hand 

written legal summonses served on the stockholders of the railroad who refused to pay their 

assessments. 

From these sources we try to understand who this man was and how he shaped the place where 

we live today. Elijah Cleveland did things a long time ago that directly effect the way we see 

things today. He made decisions that determined how we do things today. Knowing this history 

helps us to understand what’s going on in the present. 

So thanks for asking that question last year Fred. Hopefully the next time you ask it you’ll see a 

lot more hands raised. 

 

Mark Mohrmann 

Coventry, Vermont 

November 2013 
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Introduction 

The year was 1900 and the people of Coventry were celebrating the 100
th

 anniversary of the first 

settlers to arrive in our town. (They may have been off by a few years but that’s another story for 

another time.) The celebration took place on the 29
th

 of June as Reverend Andrew Bole of the 

Congregational Church addressed the gathered residents. Towards the end of his talk he made a 

remarkable statement about  the current state of affairs in Coventry.  

Rev. Bole noted that it was common those days to hear people complain about the slowness of 

affairs in town. And it was true he said, “All the industries which once made the place 

prosperous were silent”. He knew that there were many longing for that time in the not so distant 

past when Newport and Barton Landing were “no where” and Coventry was “the Hub of the 

Universe”.
1
  

 

Coventry Village around 1900 

And indeed for awhile in the mid-1800’s , it seemed like Coventry was the hub of the universe. 

When the village boasted a gristmill, sawmill, ashery, tannery, and the only starch factory in 

northeast Vermont. A time when the church was the only building in the county with a clock and 

the town was preparing to become the shire town of Orleans County. When it was among the top 

producers of cattle, sheep, potatoes, hay and corn, and the general store was one of the largest in 

the area drawing in business from as far away as Stanstead, Jay, St. Johnsbury and Morristown . 

A time when Coventry’s legislators carried weight in Montpelier, one of her sons was a Supreme 

Court justice, and the railroad depot on the east side of town was a source of economic prosperity 

for the townspeople. All of these things made the town of Coventry a major player in mid-19
th

 

century Orleans County, and it was Elijah Cleveland who made most of these things happen.  
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114 years later Coventry is still not the hub of the universe. And maybe we like it that way. But 

as you travel around our town, over the railroad tracks passed the empty lot where the train depot 

used to be. Up Route 14 passed the remains of the starch factory and the gristmill. Or when you 

look up at the church steeple and see that 170 year old clock, now frozen in time. Remember, 

that there were people who lived and breathed in the same space that you pass through every day. 

They dreamed of something more than a quiet little village on the Black River. They worked and 

they struggled and they made things happen. One of those people was Elijah Cleveland, and this 

is his story. 

Early Years 

Elijah Cleveland was born in Hannover, New Hampshire on June 29, 1795. He was the first of 

three children of Elijah Philips Cleveland and Polly (Mary) Kinney Cleveland.  Elijah P. was a 

poor renter farmer. A native of Brooklyn, Connecticut , he was born in 1765 and was a veteran 

of the American Revolution joining the Continental Army when he was 14 years old, serving for 

three years. Polly Kinney was born in Abington, Connecticut and they were married in 

November of 1792 in nearby Pomfret. In  January 1793 they followed the lead of many natives 

of Eastern Connecticut travelling north up the Connecticut River to find a new home in New 

Hampshire. 

When Elijah was born, his mother and father were working the farmland they had rented in 

Hannover. By the time Elijah was 4 years old the family had saved enough money to purchase a 

tract of wild land further up the river in Waterford, Vermont. They moved there in March of 

1800 and spent the summer clearing the land and building a small house which was completed 

before winter. Elijah’s sister Mary was born in the new house on New Year’s Eve in December 

of 1800. His brother Amos was born in 1806, and the next year Elijah began his elementary 

school studies, in one of the first schools in town organized in Daniel Pike’s barn. He attended 

three months during the summers and six months during the winters for the next five years.  

When not attending school, the young Elijah would work with his father on the farm and in 

clearing the forest. He developed an aptitude for mechanical work however, and found he would 

rather spend his time visiting the local manufacturing shops. He attempted to build his own sled, 

and one fall and winter spent all his spare time manufacturing and selling birch brooms. He also 

made baskets, spending all day in the swamps gathering stock and in the evening preparing it for 

weaving. 

Elijah’s father at first did not encourage him in his varied manufacturing abilities but eventually 

relented and bought his son a small set of shoemaker’s tools. Young Elijah took up the new trade 

eagerly and was soon mending the family shoes, doing the occasional job for a neighbor, and 

even manufacturing his own very rough versions of shoes. He was not encouraged by any of his 

friends who all thought shoemaking a rather poor trade. Elijah had heard that Billy Gray, the 
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wealthiest man in New England was once a shoemaker and this idea buoyed him as he persisted 

in his intentions of mastering the trade. 

In 1810 when Elijah was 15, he got his father’s permission to work as a part-time apprentice in 

the shops of Micajah Rowell in Littleton, New Hampshire. For three months for the next two 

years Elijah would work for him in return for board, lodging and instruction in the trade. He 

would spend summers working with his father on the farm, then autumn and winter learning and 

working with Rowell. In March of 1812, just shy of his eighteenth birthday, Elijah bought the 

remaining three months of his liberty from his father, paying him $36. He then began looking for 

a place to set up business.  He settled on the village of Passumpsic in the town of Barnet, 

Vermont, and in May he moved there and began to practice his shoemaking trade in earnest.  

 

Advertising Placard for Cleveland’s blacking preparation 

 

Elijah established himself in business in Passumpsic and after four and a half years he married 

Maria Farrington on October 10, 1816. He made himself a pair of wedding shoes, and rode on 

horseback the eight miles back to Waterford for the ceremony. For the next two years they lived 

in two rooms in Passumpsic, one for a shop, the other serving as their kitchen, bedroom and 

parlor. By 1818 they were able to afford to rent a comfortable house and shop. Elijah carried on 

his shoemaking business, adding the manufacture of harness, trunks, weaver’s rods and shoe 

blacking to his trade.  

By 1824 Elijah Cleveland was well established in his manufacturing in Passumpsic. He was a 

prominent resident of the village, Master of the Harmony Lodge No. 14 of the Grand Lodge of 

Freemasons of Vermont. He was well acquainted with the business community in the area from 

which he was about to receive an offer that would change the direction of his life.  

In December of 1824, Levi P. Parks of Passumpsic, a friend of Cleveland’s offered to furnish 

Elijah with enough capital to begin a mercantile business. Cleveland accepted Park’s offer and in 
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connection with John and Luther Clark of St. Johnsbury, all three very prominent business men 

at the time, he opened a general merchandise store in Coventry in February of 1825 under the 

name of Cleveland and Company. 

 

The Merchant of Coventry 

In 1825 a little over 300 people lived in the town of Coventry, some of them in the village. Most 

residents had farms on the east side of town spread along the Barton River and up at the Center 

along today’s Airport Rd. A few settlers were moving up onto the West Hill, and one intrepid 

soul was even venturing out into the wilds of Coventry Gore. When Elijah Cleveland arrived at 

Coventry Village in February of 1825 it was not yet the center of town.  

 

The original store on the southeast corner of Main and Newport St. circa 1900  

As late as 1821 the village proper was an untouched cedar swamp, with only an old sawmill 

operating at the upper falls. But Calvin and Daniel Harmon of Vergennes, Vermont, arrived in 

1822 and knowing the value of the falls on the river began to build the village. By the time 

Cleveland & Co. arrived the productive impetus of the Harmons had produced a blacksmith 

shop, a new sawmill, schoolhouse, tavern, and a general merchandise store. It was this general 

store which Cleveland, Parks and the Clarks purchased from the Harmon brothers. 
2
 

When Elijah Cleveland & Co. began business in Coventry they immediately expanded the scope 

and assortment of goods available. The store owners managed to underprice any competition so 

that they soon had secured an extensive trade in the area.  
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One way which they managed to increase business initially was to introduce a system of 

bartering for the payment of goods. Cash was scarce in the early rural economies. You could get 

a better deal if you had it, but most people didn’t. What people did have were the basic 

commodities of a farm-based economy: produce, crops, and livestock. In later years potatoes 

would become a major source of payment for Coventry farmers. But early on, the account books 

of Cleveland & Co. show they accepted grains, calves, sheep, and pigs in payment for goods. 

 

The Store in the early 1900’s 

One sure way of obtaining badly needed cash was the production of potash. By burning wood 

from cleared land, the ashes could be used to manufacture lye, potash and pearlash, all valuable 

commodities in the urban markets. The Clark brothers had experience with pearlash having built 

one of the first asherys in St. Johnsbury. In February 1826 Cleveland hired some men and had an 

ashery built which he located directly behind the store. When this structure burned down a few 

years later, he immediately had it rebuilt and continued on with pearlash production. As the town 

continued to grow, and more land came under production, Coventry farmers had a new local 

market for the timber they were clearing from their lands. Cleveland would buy the ashes and 

turn them into potash. He would transport it to Lake Champlain and from there ship to St. Johns 

and Montreal where it would fetch top prices. 

Up until this point the center of gravity in Coventry was still on the east side of town with the 

farmers. Town meetings were held initially in the settler’s barns along the Barton River valley, 

and later at a schoolhouse on South Hill. The Post Office was at Isaac Parker’s house at the 
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Center crossroads,  but all this was about to change. The combined industrial and mercantile 

efforts of the Harmon brothers and Cleveland began to payoff, and the village started to flex 

some muscle. At Town Meeting in March of 1827, the townspeople voted to hold future 

meetings alternately at the Center and at the village. The village, which had grown in population, 

was still known as Harmonville. But as the village continued to grow, Elijah Cleveland was a 

major part of that expansion and it began to be called Coventry Falls. He was elected for the first 

time to town offices that same year, holding the positions of Town Clerk and Town Treasurer.  

Another area of economic activity for Elijah Cleveland was the purchase of industrial patents. In 

July of 1826 he purchased the rights to market a new method of extracting tannin from tree bark 

for use in the tanning of hides. This was the same year that Amasa Wheelock and John Miner 

built the first tannery in Coventry on the north side of the river just below the gristmill and it 

seems likely they were one of the first to buy the tanning method from him. 

 

 

Rebuilt gristmill on the original site with milldam around 1900 

 

Cleveland continued to expand his business ventures, buying industries, hiring workers and 

making his presence in the village felt. In August 1827 he bought the gristmill from the 

Harmons, along with the land and water rights,
3
 and he hired Loren Frost to be the miller. In July 

1828 Enoch P. Ide of St. Johnsbury was his hired clerk behind the counter, when the post office 

was moved from Coventry Center and relocated in the store of E. Cleveland and Company. 

By 1829 things were going so well for Cleveland that he began the construction of a large frame 

house in the village for his family. Business at the store was quite good despite the fact that he 
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was no longer selling liquor. The Temperance movement swept through Coventry that summer 

and Cleveland was moved to suspend sales of all alcoholic liquors. On September 29 John W. 

Murphy laid down 15 cents for some whiskey. It was the last sale of alcohol that Cleveland 

would make at the store.
4
 Despite this presumably substantial loss of income, he went ahead with 

his new house, the frame being erected on October 10.  

 

The Cleveland House circa 1906  

 

As the 1830’s began, Elijah Cleveland was poised to become a major force in the political and 

economic life of Orleans County. He was the newly elected Master of the Free Masons ‘Magog’ 

Lodge No. 67 when he moved into his new house in October 1830. He invested several hundred 

dollars in building the new Congregational Church in the village.
5
 By the middle of the decade 

he would be elected for the first time to the Coventry Selectboard, but he would also be 

appointed an Assistant County Judge for Orleans and Trustee of the Orleans County Grammar 

School. It was now that he began to see the need for connections to the world outside of his 

newly adopted village. 

As a small town merchant, Cleveland understood the twin problems that he faced from his store 

on the corner of Main Street and the Brownington Road in Coventry Falls Village. He was 

acutely aware of the lack of cash, credit and access to capital. Without these major economic 

expansion was impossible. (Not everyone had the good fortune of being backed by men with 

capital from St. Johnsbury). But he also faced the problem of limited transportation of goods in 

rural America in the 1830’s. The horse drawn wagon was still the primary mode of local 

transportation, but its costs made it impossible to use for long distances. To stock his store with 

goods, Cleveland would order wholesale items from Boston merchants, who would put the goods 
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on a schooner which would sail around to New York harbor, up the Hudson River to Troy, New 

York, then up the newly constructed Champlain Canal to be unloaded at Burlington, Vermont. 

From there the goods were put on wagons and drawn up the Burlington Road to finally reach the 

store in Coventry Falls Village.
6
 

 

Bill of Lading for goods shipped from Boston to Burlington, May 16,1831 

 

But these twin problems had solutions. In Brattleboro, Woodstock and Middlebury, men of 

means had come together to establish banks to make capital available locally. And in 

Massachusetts, the newly invented steam engine was being harnessed to parallel iron tracks, and 

railroads were sprouting out from Boston in all directions. Elijah Cleveland understood that 

banking and railroads were the future and he began to shift his attentions beyond Coventry Falls 

Village. 

 

 

 

The Banker of Orleans County 

At the 1832 session of the Vermont legislature, several prominent citizens of Orleans County 

acquired a charter for a bank to be located in Irasburgh. Among these seven men were included 

future Vermont governor Samuel Crafts of Craftsbury, future Vermont Lieutenant Governor 

David Camp of Derby, future U.S. Senator Portus Baxter of Derby Line, and Elijah Cleveland of 

Coventry. These men  knew that access to capital was needed for the area to grow. Up until then 

it was the local store owners, like Cleveland, who loaned money to customers but on a limited 

scale. 

The Bank of Orleans was chartered for a period of fifteen years, with Cleveland signing off on 

his $5,000 bond as one of its Directors. The bank was successful enough that in 1847 the charter 

was extended. Cleveland became president of the bank that year and would run it for another ten. 

Despite the occasional rash of Bank of Orleans counterfeit notes being passed around the 

Cleveland’s first child, Henry Clay was born in October 1831. Following his success in Coventry, 

the rest of his family joined him sometime around 1834. His mother and father taking a house, 

and his brother Amos starting a farm off of the old county road on West Hill . 
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northeastern states in the early 1850’s the bank was very successful, making the transition to the 

National Bank of Irasburg in 1865. 

 

Three Dollar Bank of Orleans Bill signed by president E. Cleveland 

.  

A Railroad Man 

Three years after his initial foray into banking, Cleveland began his career in the railroad 

business. His involvement with the Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers Rail Roads would define 

him for the rest of his life. In November of 1835 the legislature approved a charter for the 

C&PRR and Cleveland was one of the original six Commissioners of the railroad. He wouldn’t 

become an official of the company for another fourteen years. But he made himself useful, 

becoming a right hand man for the corporation, organizing support for the railroad in Orleans 

and Stanstead counties.  

The plan for the new railroad called for a line from the Massachusetts border up the Connecticut 

and Passumpsic river valleys to the Canadian border at Newport or Derby. The railroad was 

backed by large interests in  Boston and the major industrialists and merchants of northern 

Vermont including future governor Erastus Fairbanks, who wanted railroad service to his 

Fairbanks Scale Company in St. Johnsbury. The goal was to build a railroad on the eastern side 

of Vermont that would ultimately link to other lines reaching to Montreal and Boston. The 

C&PRR would open up northeastern Vermont to the markets of the cities allowing for a major 

economic expansion of the area. The line was so important to the state that the legislature 

appropriated $3,000 to begin the preliminary survey of the route. 

Two months after the charter was approved, a large gathering of “railroad men” met at Windsor, 

Vermont, to begin planning for the new company. Cleveland was appointed to a committee to 

report on the water power available in the northern lands to be served by the railroad.
7
 A 

preliminary survey of the route was completed in June of 1837. The proposed route followed the 

Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers to St. Johnsbury and then north to Barton. Significantly, the 
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route north of  Barton proceeded through the eastern parts of Brownington to West Charleston 

village. The route then followed the Clyde River to Salem Pond, went north of Derby Center 

village and ended at Beebe Plain on the Canada Line. This was the first attempt to fix a location 

for the road through Orleans County. It was a process which would later turn into a major battle 

for the C&PRR, and a major headache for Elijah Cleveland and the Directors of the railroad. 

For now though, it was the Panic of 1837 that put a damper on plans for the new railroad. The 

financial collapse of the country made securing subscriptions to stock difficult. Investors knew 

the importance of the railroad but there were not enough subscribers willing to invest their 

money to begin construction. The charter expired in 1842. It would take another few years for 

the country to stabilize before the railroad venture could take off. In the meantime Cleveland  

moved in another direction, with a large impact on Coventry’s economy by building the starch 

factory in the village.  

The Starch Factory 

 

The starch factory on the right in the early 1900’s 

 

On April 8, 1836, Cleveland purchased from Calvin Harmon a strip of land on the north side of 

the river at the village as well as rights to the water power at the dam. These rights became 

known as the “Starch Factory Rights” as Cleveland intended to build a factory for the production 

of potato starch. It would be the last of his major enterprises in the village and it would be a 

substantial one. 

The large scale production of starch from potatoes was a direct result of the needs of the massive 

cotton cloth manufacturing industry which was dominant in New England in the 19th century. 

The process of industrial cotton cloth manufacture required the addition of a sizing material to 

the cotton yarns to increase their strength and decrease the roughness of the cotton fibers. Starch 
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made from potatoes was one of the main ingredients used in this process and the cotton mills of 

Lowell, Massachusetts, and Meredith, N.H., were demanding large quantities of potato starch.
8
 

 

Award for ‘Excellent Potato Starch’ at 1841 Massachusetts Exhibition and Fair 

 

In the summer of 1837 Cleveland began the construction of his factory and the manufacture of 

starch began on November 27. Farmers in towns with factories took advantage of this nearby 

market and increased their production of potatoes. Where the average Orleans County farm held 

about an acre of potatoes, farms in starch factory towns had between 5 and 20 acres planted to 

potatoes. Once again it was Elijah Cleveland’s drive for development that allowed Coventry 

farmers to increase their earnings. The starch factory, more than any other of Cleveland’s 

enterprises, boosted the economic fortunes of the town. 

Along with the manufacture of potato starch, that same year Cleveland began farming on a small 

scale. He also expanded his mercantile pursuits to include selling farm lands in Irasburg. At the 

store he was now selling Woolson’s Improved Patent Cooking Stoves and Morrison's Hygean 

Vegetable Universal Medicine Pills. In July 1836 he contracted with the Town of Coventry to 

build a road between Coventry Falls and the bridge at the narrows of Lake Memphremagog, 

modern day Newport City. 

 

 

 

His wife of 23 years Marie Farrington died in Coventry in February 1839, leaving Cleveland 

and his 8 year old son Henry Clay behind. In November he married again to Mary Ann Bartlett 

of Newbury, Vt.  
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The Politician 

While Elijah Cleveland understood the importance of banking and railroads for the economic 

prosperity of northern Vermont, he also understood the importance of having friends in the 

Vermont legislature who would support these projects. Politically, by the 1830’s  the country 

was divided between the Democratic Party of Andrew Jackson and the Whig party of Henry 

Clay, and Cleveland was described as a “thorough-going Whig”. In June, 1837 he fell one vote 

short of being nominated to run for the Orleans County seat in the Vermont Senate.
9
  

Two years later at the polls in September 1839, the people of Coventry elected Cleveland to his 

first term as a representative in the Vermont House. He remained in the House for three years 

and one of his first acts as a legislator was to try and put a one year time limit on the stock 

purchases for the newly incorporated Bank of Poultney. Later on he introduced a resolution for 

furnishing members of the House with one daily newspaper. As chairman of the Finance 

committee he was charged with proposing a law to correct abuses in the disbursement of public 

funds. But Elijah Cleveland’s main legislative project began in November 1841 when he tried to 

make Coventry the shire town of Orleans County.  

 

 

                             Coventry, Vt. October, 1841                              Orleans, Vt. November 1841  
 

At least twice a year, dozens of lawyers and their clients would converge on the shire town for 

the Orleans County Court sessions. Prestige, business and trade came with being a shire town 

and Cleveland set his sights on it. Part of his strategy was to rename the town of Coventry to 

‘Orleans’, and on October 18,1841 he introduced House bill H.14 “an act altering the name of 

the town of Coventry”. The House passed the bill the following Monday and sent it on to the 

Senate where it passed by a single vote on October 30. The governor signed the bill on 

November 3 and Coventry was officially known as the town of Orleans. 
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Perhaps to show that Coventry was serious about becoming the county seat of Orleans, 

Cleveland spent $260 of his own money to purchase a public clock which was installed in the 

tower of the Congregational Church. No other building in the county had a clock like this one. 

Coventry (Orleans) was now ready to take on the responsibilities of a shire town. 

 

 

The Shire town Clock  

 

But Elijah Cleveland was not elected to the legislature in 1842, and his shire town plans were put 

on hold. When a petition was submitted to the legislature in October 1843 by Peleg Redfield and 

63 other Coventry residents to restore the town name to Coventry, Cleveland organized and 

submitted a counter petition against it. By the end of the legislative session both the House and 

Senate had voted for restoration. Coventry was once again Coventry, and Irasburg remained the 

county seat. Elijah Cleveland moved on to other business, putting aside the matter of the Orleans 

County shire town. At least for now. 
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The Railroad Comes Alive 

 

Failing to bring the shire town to Coventry, Cleveland redoubled his efforts to bring a railroad to 

the Northeast Kingdom. In October of 1843 the original charter for the Connecticut & 

Passumpsic Rivers Railroad was revived by the Vermont legislature. The investors now had a 

three year deadline to begin building the line. Early in 1845 the organizing and financing began 

in earnest. At a meeting in Lyndon in February, Erastus Fairbanks led the formation of the 

Passumpsic Valley Railroad Association. At Derby Line, Cleveland helped organize the Boston, 

Concord, Stanstead and Montreal Railroad Association. He juggled his duties as an Assistant 

Judge, sitting at Orleans County court in Irasburg with his desire to build up support for the 

railroad.  

Cleveland and Portus Baxter of Derby Line, became the pointmen for organizing the northern 

section of the company. Baxter also served as a Director of the Bank of Orleans and with 

Cleveland, they drummed up support for the railroad in Derby and across the border, going to 

meetings in Hatley, Stanstead and Sherbroke. The two men visited the house of Ira H. Allen in 

Irasburg to try and convince him to buy stock in the road. With Fairbanks, Baxter and Cleveland 

travelled to meetings in Boston at the Merchants Exchange, and to St. Johnsbury and Windsor 

for meetings with the other railroad associations.  

Finally in January 1846 the C&PRR Company was officially organized at a meeting in Wells 

River. Erastus Fairbanks was elected president. Cleveland was appointed to a delegation to 

coordinate work with the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Rail Road in Montreal for connecting the 

two railroads at the border. His principle task for the company was the collection of assessments 

from the newly subscribed stockholders. In two months he had collected 89 of his assigned 123 
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shares and was confidant of getting payment on another 18. By November the company had set a 

line for the road from White River Junction to Burke.  

In September of 1846 Cleveland was once again elected to the Vermont Legislature and he used 

his political clout to help the C&PRR fight off threats from other railroads trying to move into 

northern Vermont. From Portland, Maine, the Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad was building 

across the northern part of Maine and New Hampshire, threatening to move into northern 

Vermont on its way to Montreal. In New Hampshire, the Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad 

wanted to connect directly to the line of the C&PRR north of White River Junction, a direct 

threat to the viability of the road. Montreal businessmen wanted an outlet to the Atlantic Ocean, 

 

C&PRR Preferred Stock Certificate 

be it Portland or Boston. Boston businessmen wanted a line to Montreal the shorter the better. 

Fighting off the BC&MRR threat first, Cleveland voted with the majority in the Vermont House 

to pass a law forbidding any railroad from New Hampshire to connect with the C&PRR between 

White River Junction and Fairlee, Vermont.  

With their southern flank now protected the company proceeded to prepare the route to the north. 

The final survey for the entire line was completed in November. The official map prepared by 

Chief Engineer Miller Fox in early 1847 showed the route north of Burke going through Barton, 

Brownington and West Charleston Village as before, with the road terminating at Derby Line 

Village rather than Beebe Plain. This was good news for the stockholders in Barton and West 
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Charleston, and even better news for the stockholders in Derby Line Village. Knowing that a 

railroad coming to your village would increase property values was an incentive to purchase 

subscriptions to that railroad. But there were still at least two other proposed routes north of 

Burke. And with the rival railroad from Portland, Maine, bearing down on Island Pond, 

Vermont, there were still other forces at work for the Directors of the C&PRR to take into 

consideration before making their final decision on exactly where the road should be located in 

Orleans County. 

 

 

Miller Fox Survey Route 1847 
Barton – Brownington – West Charleston – Derby Line 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleveland and his second wife Mary Ann had two sons. Gilbert was born in February 1845, 

the same month that Elijah’s father, Elijah Phillips died. Gilbert died a young child before his 

third birthday. His brother Charles was born in September of 1847, and grew up to follow in 

his father’s steps becoming a merchant in the village.  

 

 

 and Charles born in September 1847. Gilbert died before his third birthday.  
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Once More For The Shire town 

Representative Cleveland had more than railroad business on his mind during his one year term 

in office in 1846. During the first week of the October session Cleveland created a legislative 

blitz in an attempt to once more make Coventry the county shire town. Starting with a petition 

from Phineas Page and others of Newport praying for the “removal of Orleans County Buildings 

from Irasburgh to Coventry”, 
10

 he spent the next four days presenting petition after petition from 

northern county towns and residents, all wanting to have Coventry made the shire town of the 

county. Nine hundred county residents from the northern towns in and around Coventry signed 

petitions, and Cleveland laid them out one by one, day by day.  

His motion was sent to a select committee of Orleans County representatives. Cleveland was the 

chair of this committee which included representatives from only 12 of the 19 county towns. Of 

the 7 missing representatives, 5 of them were from towns towards the south which would favor 

keeping Irasburg as the county seat.
11

 The committee released its report, with a 9 to 3 majority in 

favor of making the shire town change. Cleveland’s bill was H.93 “An act changing the Shire 

Town of Orleans County” and it was the first order of business on the morning of Tuesday 

October 27.  As the House prepared to consider the bill it would seem that Cleveland had played 

his hand well. 

The majority report concluded that it would be too expensive to build a new Court House in 

Coventry. Presumably with the idea of physically moving the County buildings, the bill included 

the condition that, not only would the County hand over all its rights to the public buildings, but 

also all the land under the buildings would revert to the town of Coventry. Opponents amended 

the bill to remove Coventry’s right to the public lands and buildings in Irasburg. After more 

debate Cleveland moved to adjourn the session without any further action on the bill. The bill 

was tabled for the next two days and on Friday it was refused a second reading.  

On Saturday Cleveland finally offered his own amendment, proposing to erect the courthouse 

and jail in Coventry at no expense to the county and to put the entire removal decision up to the 

voters at the next town meetings in March. But his amendment was defeated and he was faced 

with a final opposing amendment which would direct the Vermont Supreme Court to appoint a 

committee of three persons to decide if the removal should be made, and if so where. 

Perhaps knowing that he had allies in the Senate, Cleveland made a tactical retreat and accepted 

the  amendment. Elijah Cleveland was a man of few public words, but the newspaper accounts 

have him accepting the opposing amendment with an admonishment to his opponents saying that 

“he had once taken the opponents of the removal on their own ground, and now he would do it 

again”.
12

 The bill was passed by the House and was sent on to the Senate. 

And indeed Cleveland’s allies were ready for the bill. Orange County Senator Levi Villas of 

Chelsea promptly amended the House bill to strike out all the previous amendments and inserted 
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eight sections providing for the location of the courthouse and jail in Coventry. The bill was 

approved by a narrow one vote margin, but last minute political maneuvering doomed it to 

failure. When it was brought up again for reconsideration it lost by two votes. Cleveland carried 

the House but he couldn’t take the Senate. He came back to Coventry that fall without his prize. 

It was his last stint in the Vermont House as he was not re-elected the next year. It was the end of 

his dreams of the shire town. But he may have learned a valuable lesson from the experience. 

You needed friends in both the House and the Senate to get things done. The next time there was 

a fight to be won in the legislature, Coventry Falls Village would be represented in both houses. 

 

 

The Courthouse and Jail buildings still in Irasburg around 1880 

 

It wasn’t the shire town of Orleans County, but by the 1850’s Coventry was an economic force in 

the county and surrounding area. It was in the top half of county towns in real estate value, and 

one of the top three in personal wealth. Cleveland  was now one of the richest men in the county 

with  real estate valued at $8,400 in 1850.
13

 He had become a major player in Vermont state  

politics, New England banking and railroad affairs. Increasingly Cleveland scaled back on his 

local enterprises to focus more on the bigger picture. Cleveland gave up his position as treasurer 

of the Orleans County Agricultural Society and became one of the founders of the Vermont State 

Agricultural Society. He allowed his brother Amos to take his place on the Whig county 

committee. In May of 1850 he sold the general store in Coventry and in 1854 he sold the Starch 

Factory. By the mid 1850’s Cleveland was President and Director of the Bank of Orleans, as well 

as Commissioner of the newly incorporated Missisquoi Railroad Co. But it was as the tireless 

Secretary and Director of the Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers Railroad that Cleveland would 

leave his mark on the history of northern Vermont. 
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The Railroad Wars 

The year 1848 was a big one for Elijah Cleveland. He got his first taste of national politics when 

he was selected at a Whig convention in Danville to the Electoral College with the approbation 

that “in our candidate, Elijah Cleveland, of Coventry, this day nominated for Presidential 

Elector, we recognize a well known and zealous Whig; a man who can be relied upon faithfully 

to represent the Whigs of the Fourth Congressional District.”
14

 

1848 was a big year for his railroad too. Prospects were good for the C&PRR. To the north the 

St. Lawrence & Atlantic Railroad was making progress from Montreal when he attended one of 

their stockholder meetings at Stanstead in February. Despite legal challenges from the rival New 

Hampshire railroad
15

 work continued on the C&PRR all summer and on October 10, the road 

was officially opened, a 28 mile stretch from White River Junction to Bradford, Vermont. By 

November the line was extended to Wells River and passenger service to Boston became 

available. Two new stage routes were added and a branch route now allowed Coventry residents 

to get on the stage coach in the village and be in Boston the next day.  

In July, 1849, Cleveland was elected to the C&PRR Board of Directors for the first time. One of 

his first tasks as a Director was to raise $20,000 in subscriptions from Orleans County which he 

assured president Fairbanks “was a large sum of money for a poor county like Orleans to 

raise”.
16

 A year later in November 1850 the line was opened to St. Johnsbury. That same month 

Cleveland became a commissioner of the newly incorporated Missisquoi Railroad which had a 

charter to build a road  from Derby, south of Lake Memphremagog towards St. Albans and 

Montreal. 

But in November of 1851 the Vermont Legislature dropped a bombshell and granted a charter to 

the Atlantic Railroad from Portland, Maine, to build their line to Island Pond. Suddenly the route 

the C&PRR would take to the north came into question. Cleveland signed his name along with 

the rest of the Directors on the remonstrance against the Atlantic charter, but the bill became law. 

Some of the Directors now questioned whether they should move the line to Island Pond rather 

than Derby Line. Portus Baxter was in favor of accepting an offer from the Atlantic Railroad to 

build a road from Charleston to Derby Line, but Cleveland was opposed to the offer. Writing to 

railroad president Fairbanks, Cleveland said, “My mind is that we go right to work and get what 

subscriptions we can and say that we want to build the Road ourselves to Derby Line and not 

yield that point until we are obliged to do so.”
17

 

The Directors debated as the northern stockholders watched and wondered which route the 

railroad would take, and whether or not their towns would now be bypassed. While they debated 

the Atlantic Railroad was laying down track to Island Pond and in February 1853 they opened 

daily passenger service. Travellers could now get from northern Vermont to Boston in an 

astonishing time of 12 hours.  
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Cleveland and the Directors scrambled to get the funds together to continue the C&PRR north 

from St. Johnsbury. Two weeks after the first train arrived in Island Pond from Portland, 

Cleveland helped organize a railroad meeting at the Congregational Church in Stanstead Plains.  

Headed by Baxter and a few of the Boston Directors, they told the meeting, point blank, that if 

they couldn’t raise $300,000 in subscriptions from Orleans and Stanstead counties the road could 

not be built. Five months later in July 1853, from Montreal the St.Lawrence railroad also 

connected at Island Pond. There was now daily passenger service between Montreal and Boston, 

with Island Pond, Vermont the mid-way point. At an August meeting in Boston the C&PRR 

Directors voted to halt proceedings towards Derby Line until financing and land acquisition 

questions could be settled. 

 

Atlantic & St. Lawrence locomotive in Longueuil, Quebec 1856  

At the annual meeting in 1854 Cleveland was re-elected to the Board of Directors but also 

elected for the first time as Secretary of the company. For the next three decades he would be in 

the inner circle of C&PRR officers, making decisions about the fate of the railroad. Their 

decision that summer was to delay continuing the line north. The railroad had been unable to find 

financial backing from either Boston or northern Vermont. It would take another jolt from the 

Vermont Legislature to get the C&PRR moving northward again.  

On November 11, 1854, the Atlantic Railroad received a conditional charter from the Vermont 

Legislature to build a direct road from Island Pond to St. Johnsbury. A single provision of the 

charter stated that if the C&PRR could contract out the rest of its road to the town of Derby 

within one year, the new Atlantic charter would be null and void. The Directors and stockholders 

of the C&PRR were spurred into action. Within six months the Directors had guarantees for half 

the required funds from the railroads to the south. Subscriptions were feverishly sought in 

Caledonia, Orleans and Stanstead counties. But as the November deadline approached the 

$300,000 had not yet been collected. The Vermont Legislature gave them a 60 day extension in 

November 1855, but it also turned the screws a little tighter by chartering yet another railroad, 

this one from Island Pond to Barton, if the C&PRR missed the 60 day deadline.  
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Finally on January 10, 1856, the company announced that they had the promised funds and a 

contract had been signed to extend the road north from St. Johnsbury to Barton by the fall of 

1857 and to the border by 1859. Engineers were on the line, a 2,000 acre wood lot for fuel had 

been purchased in Sheffield, and assessments on subscriptions would begin to be due in three 

months time. It was now time for the stockholders to put their money where their mouths were 

and begin to pay for the actual building of the road.  

The “Strong Man” 

Six months later, on July 14, 1856, the engineers were out grading the road south of Barton. The 

stockholders were facing their second assessment payment, and Elijah Cleveland was in Boston 

attending a Director’s meeting. He wrote a letter to Portus Baxter that day, and the stockholders 

were much on his mind. He told Baxter, “Our Stockholders are not paying their assessments as 

they should and it is not wholly on account of any scarcity of money…”.
18

 Collection of money 

from the individual stockholders had always been one of Cleveland’s primary duties for the 

company. As early as 1849 he was sending to Erastus Fairbanks lists of delinquent subscribers 

who had as yet paid nothing on their subscribed shares. But this time it was different. The 

stockholders had a definite reason. 

Many stockholders were able to pay, but they were holding back because of the route that had 

been chosen for the road. Many had taken their subscriptions under the assumption that the road 

was going to built along the lines of the original survey, the eastern route through West 

Charleston to Derby Line. When the Directors in 1854 announced their “provisional” route  

 

A good situation in West Charleston in 1846, not so good in 1856 

 

which was to the west along the Barton River, the first signs of discontent became apparent. The 

Caledonian noted that there were “insinuations that there are those in Orleans and Stanstead 

county who will not pay their C&PRR subscriptions if the road is not located agreeably to their 

wishes”.
19

 Once the western route became official, when it was put under contract in January 

1856, the discontent spilled out into the open. The Stanstead Journal admonished those who 
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“talked of repudiating their subscriptions and … withholding payment from other reasons.”
20

 

Cleveland asked Baxter particularly “whether you think we are to be compelled to force the 

collection of the Derby subscriptions -  If we are to be disappointed about our promised aid, we 

should know it now and try and make some arrangements”. 

Two weeks later those arrangements were made at the railroad’s annual meeting in St. 

Johnsbury. The Directors officially recognized the problem and passed a resolution to enforce 

collection from delinquent subscribers. Notices of assessment from the railroad now included a 

new collection point. Besides the Banks of Lyndon, Orleans, Passumpsic or Bradford, Elijah 

Cleveland of Coventry, Trustee of the C&PRR, was now publicly authorized to accept payment.  

 

C&PRR assessment notice 

 

The first legal actions against the delinquent stockholders were taken in Windsor County court in 

May 1857. The railroad sued 14 stockholders for non-payment of their subscriptions. It was here 

that Cleveland gained the notoriety of being one of the “strongmen” of Orleans County. He was, 

in his own words, the company’s agent “in making collections of subscriptions to the capital 

stock” of the railroad.
21

 The delinquent stockholders were served writs, forcing them to travel 

100 miles to the south to answer the charges. The stockholders were enraged at the perceived 

injustice and the newspapers were filled with their wrath. “We…who have been grossly deceived 

and mislead by the managers of this Railway… no one for a moment can suppose that any Court 

in Vermont will sanction the highhanded and unlawful course pursued by the Directors of this 

Company.” asserted “Stockholder”, an anonymous writer to The Stanstead Journal.
22

  

Another writer, “Bondholder” went even further, naming names. He claimed that since all the 

railroad’s assets had been assigned to trustees, “north of St. Johnsbury it is assigned bed and 

bridge, dump and rail, stone and iron, franchise and all to Elijah Cleveland, including all stock, 

subscriptions, contracts, and I suppose surveys and locations." He noted acidly later that when 
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Erastus Fairbanks of St. Johnsbury stepped down as president of the railroad, “the corporate 

office was removed to Coventry in Orleans County”.
23

  

One of the first suits was brought against Jesse Cooper, a well-known lawyer from Irasburg, to 

recover three assessments on his 10 shares of railroad stock. But the suit was thrown out by the 

court, ruling that the defendant lived in, and  the railroad had an office in Orleans County. The 

railroad had no right to sue outside of their home county. The company appealed this decision to 

the Vermont Supreme Court as they struggled to move the road north and lay track towards 

Lyndon.  

The C&PRR used another tactic in the fall of 1857 trying to outmaneuver the Windsor County 

Court. On September 25, Cleveland travelled with president Henry Keyes and two company 

lawyers to the offices of Judge George Wales, the Justice of the Peace in Hartford, Vermont. 

They convinced him to basically overrule the court and write out complaints against 10 more 

delinquent subscribers. By keeping the suits for damages to less than 10 dollars, by law there was 

no appeal allowed to the defendants. “Bondholder” railed against the company for using the 

Judge, “an old man which time has left its marks on his physical and mental energies… now 

allowing himself to be carted around from town to town by the corporation to try ten dollar 

actions.”
24

 

 

A view of Barton Station 

 

On October 24 the last rail had been laid at Barton and a ceremonial train of Directors and their 

guests made the trip from St. Johnsbury to the new station in the village. What should have been 

a joyous spectacle turned into a somber occasion. The people of Orleans county stayed away in 

droves and what the Directors saw instead from their seats as they approached the Barton station, 

was “6 to 10 men and from 20 to 40 boys gazing in solemn silence at the approaching cars."
25

 

The Directors gathered at a church and announced they were still $95,000 short of funds to 
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complete the contract to the Canada line. Elijah Cleveland returned on the train to St. Johnsbury 

with the rest of the Directors. That evening he was re-elected Secretary, to continue on as the 

company agent for collecting subscriptions. Six days later the suits were brought against Judge 

Wales’ 10 defendants to recover the 10 dollar damages.  

Cleveland was unwavering in his determination to collect the unpaid subscriptions. When he 

heard reports that Erastus Fairbanks had offered a compromise to one of the original defendants, 

William P. May of Barton, he wrote to Fairbanks asking him to “set things aright … Now I have 

the vanity to believe that I know and understand the Mass of the People and also a few 

Individuals in this County on this question as well as any other person   I have been agitating this 

question for eight months past and I don’t hesitate to say that there can be no terms offered nor 

no Compromises prepared whereby we can get as much money as we can to keep right along  

pay no attention to this one or that one but say to all we must have the pay on the subscriptions.” 
26

 

In addition to the enraged stockholders of Orleans County, the C&PRR had to deal with angry 

Vermont state legislators as well. On November 11 the legislature passed a number of “railroad 

acts” which dealt directly with the tactics that the C&PRR was using against the stockholders. 

Act No. 6  made it illegal for a railroad company to go to any Justice of the Peace in the state to 

bring suit against its stockholders. All suits had to be brought in the county of residence of the 

stockholder or the principle office of the railroad, and all suits were appealable regardless of the 

amount of damages assessed. 

 

 House of Representatives Act Number 6, 1857 

 

The Windsor county cases fell apart for the company in February, 1858, when Asa K. Smith, a 

Brownington selectman, was acquitted. The jury sided with Smith that the railroad had changed 

its original intent of building the road to Derby Line Village and therefore Smith was justified in 
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refusing to make payment on his stock. In the Supreme Court, Chief Judge Isaac Redfield 

affirmed that because the C&PRR did not have an office in Windsor County it could not sue 

Jesse Cooper in that county to recover damages. Alluding to Cleveland’s status as collection 

agent for the company, Redfield ruled that the railroad did indeed have a general office in 

Coventry, and it had no business office in Windsor county.
27

 

The C&PRR was on the defensive now and in need of some help. In October the legislature 

granted a five year extension to the company charter, but legally they needed a new strategy. 

Unless the railroad could force payment from the reluctant stockholders the railroad was not 

going to be extended. Giving up on Windsor County court, they filed a single suit in Orleans 

County against stockholder Edward Barnard of Barton and prepared for a legal battle. Elijah 

Cleveland put up personal bail of $100 for the case to ensure the costs of prosecution. The 

contest was now being played on his home field.  

A ray of hope appeared for the railroad in the final case left in Windsor County. William H. 

Baxter, one of the original 14 defendants, still had a case to settle. Baxter was a former Coventry 

resident and a former business partner of Elijah Cleveland. Back in 1846 Cleveland had taken 

Baxter on as a partner in the general store. Baxter  was  now a trustee for the Bank of Lyndon 

and the company put him in their sights. Cleveland again put up $100 bail for the case and in 

May 1859 the railroad got a favorable verdict. The jury found that the railroad did not commit 

fraud in changing the route of the road. Baxter was ordered to pay $462.50 in damages owed to 

the railroad.  

 

Cleveland’s signature on a court order 

 

Buoyed by their victory 20 more stockholder suits were immediately brought in Orleans County 

court, and another 19 the next year. The wheels of justice turned slowly, and finally in June of 
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1862 the C&PRR won its suit against Edward Barnard who had to pay $271 in fees and 

damages. As The Stanstead Journal noted. “The faith of those who have heretofore believed the 

stock not collectable, must be somewhat shaken…” 
28

 and indeed that was the case. The railroad 

immediately unleashed 138 suits in Orleans County court. The stockholders of Orleans County, 

lawyers, farmers and mechanics, all 138 of them were served imposing four page writs, 

brimming with legal language, all filled out and signed by Elijah Cleveland. 

By August, the Reverend Pliny White of Coventry noted that the recent legal action had secured 

enough funds to very probably ensure speedy resumption of work to complete the line to 

Newport. With the court victory behind them to help secure the funds for continuing the 

extension north, the C&PRR turned again towards the Vermont Legislature to battle another rival 

railroad. Remembering his lesson from many years ago, Elijah Cleveland made sure that this 

time he had friends in both houses, ready to deal with the next threat to the C&PRR. 

 

The Essex County Railroad Threat 

In 1861 the Vermont House had approved a clear charter to the Essex County Railroad 

Company. With no strings attached, the charter would allow the construction of a line from 

St.Johnsbury to connect with the Atlantic Railroad at Island Pond. The line would finally give 

Boston a direct connection to Montreal which would gravely affect the C&PRR. The bill was 

passed in the House, only to die in the Senate on the last day of the legislative session. That set 

the pattern for the next two years. When the charter was again proposed in 1862, in the House, 

future C&PRR Director Lucius Robinson, the representative from Newport was joined by newly 

elected and ardent friend of the railroad Pliny White from Coventry. And in the Senate, the 

Orleans County Senator, Elijah Cleveland was ready to defend his turf.  

An Essex County representative, Isaac Houston of Victory, introduced the bill. With Robinson 

and White voting in the minority, it was passed by the House. But with Cleveland voting in the 

majority on December 2, 1862, the Senate again killed the bill. With the newspapers reporting 

that the C&PRR finally had 200 hands at work on the extension above Barton Landing, the 

railroad gained another one year reprieve. 

All through 1863 the road slowly moved north. In September as track work was progressing 

through Coventry, White and Cleveland were again elected to the House and Senate respectively. 

For the third time the Essex County Railroad charter was proposed. Cleveland tried to convince 

the House once and for all to reject the proposals on a technicality. While the Essex County 

Railroad had properly advertised its meetings in The North Star of Danville, the House 

Committee on Roads had the testimony of  “Judge Cleveland, who is a Director and Clerk of the 

Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Railroad and is a regular subscriber to the Caledonian" 
29

 

that they had failed to post a notice in the September 11 issue of that paper. The Committee took 
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Judge Cleveland’s testimony into consideration and the majority report favored rejection of the 

charter. But the full House overruled the Committee and voted to recommit the bill. White tried 

to stem the tide by introducing a remonstrance from the C&PRR Directors pleading their case 

but it was to no avail. The House passed the bill and it was up to Cleveland again to oppose the 

bill in the Senate. He voted with the majority in the Senate to kill the bill. 

The issue would be Elijah Cleveland’s last major vote in Montpelier and the end of his career as 

a legislator. The next year in 1864 the Essex County Railroad got its charter, without opposition 

from Cleveland, but by now it didn’t really matter. That road never got built. Cleveland had 

fended off the competition and given the C&PRR time enough to at least make it to his home 

town. On October 5, 1863, the first passenger train stopped at East Coventry Station on its way 

to the new terminal at Newport.  

 

 

C&PRR Station at East Coventry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleveland’s second wife Mary Ann died in March of 1865. In October of 1866 he married 

for a third time to Mary Jane Butterfield of Manchester, N.H. 
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Clerk of a Railroad Company 

With the railroad finally serving the residents of Coventry, Elijah Cleveland was able to take a 

step back. As he entered his 70’s he turned a lot of his attention towards farming on a local and 

state level. At home his son Henry Clay was now handling the 250 acre farm, one of the bigger 

farms in Orleans county. Cleveland’s earlier introduction to cattle breeding was now paying off. 

In 1858 he had purchased five Durham heifers from Kentucky and Canada and was one of the  

 

Elijah Cleveland 

few to introduce this breed to Orleans County. In January 1865 he sold two Durham oxen 

weighing over 8500 pounds for $800. He continued to serve as Director to the State Agricultural 

Society and in May 1865 he was one of the commissioners chosen to establish the Vermont State 

Agricultural College. 

Yet it was his experience in railroads that continued to define Elijah Cleveland. He used his 

knowledge of laying down track to form the Robbins Wood Preserving Company of Vermont in 

1868 to market a new patented method of treating lumber with creosote. In 1870 he listed his 

occupation as ‘clerk of a railroad company’. He now owned over 250 shares of C&PRR stock, 

more than many of the Boston Directors and his personal estate was now valued at $50,000.  



32 
 

In 1871 at the Lyndonville train yards the company built its own engine, #430 and christened it 

the “E.Cleveland” in his honor. In July 1872 the dream of the Boston directors was finally 

realized when the C&PRR made a deal with the Missisquoi and Clyde River Railroad Company 

and completed a direct connecting link to Montreal. The shortest route between Boston and 

Montreal now ran through Coventry, Vermont. 

In 1875 he retired from the Board of Directors of the State Agricultural Society, citing  his age 

and infirmities. Yet he continued on as Secretary of the C&PRR signing the notices for each 

annual meeting.  

At the age of 85 he listed himself as a “retired merchant” yet he still made the annual trips to 

attend C&PRR meetings. His last trip to Boston was on January 24, 1883, when he attended a 

Director’s meeting at the Treasurer’s office. When he purchased his final subscription to the 

1883 Gazetteer and Business Directory he listed himself as “secretary of Passumpsic RR”.  

He died in Coventry on July 16, 1883. He is buried at the village cemetery in Coventry in the 

Cleveland family plot. 

 

The Cleveland family plot at the Village Cemetery in Coventry. 
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